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High capacity utilisation in the food
processing industry brings
maintenance issues into the
spotlight
OKS responds with a spray version of the
classic low-temperature oil for food processing
technology at frozen food manufacturers
Germany’s frozen food market is booming. Even after the
abatement of market shifts caused by the coronavirus
pandemic, demand for frozen products continues to be
high. The industry association for the frozen food sector
predicts a sales growth of almost 9% in 2021.
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The result? The production capacities of frozen food
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a critical factor for success in large parts of the food
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manufacturers have been pushed to their limit for over 20
months. The meltdown in the operating process: a

bottlenecks. As a result, maintenance has been declared
processing industry. Above all, the reliable lubrication of
drive units and transport chains is of key importance.
Damage to them leads to production downtimes,
extensive maintenance work and high costs as a result.
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Even under normal production conditions, the food
processing industry has extremely high requirements for
lubricants – especially in the frozen food sector. After all,
frozen foods like ice cream, pizza and baked goods are
produced fully automatically using cutting-edge plant
technology with strict adherence to the cooling process at
every production stage.
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Conventional lubricants cannot be used here; they must
be capable of retaining their tribological properties at
extremely low temperatures of up to minus 50 degrees
Celsius and also be approved for use in food processing
technology.
Over ten years ago, OKS developed OKS 3710, a
special lubricant for use at extreme temperatures in the
food processing industry. The low-viscosity, fully
synthetic oil has excellent flow characteristics and does
not solidify even at -60°C. It is tasteless and odourless
and is resistant to ageing, cleaners, disinfectants and
ammonia. Thanks to its excellent lubrication properties,
NSF H1 certification and its physiological harmlessness,
OKS 3710 has become a classic low-temperature oil with
properties that are also ideally suited for use as a
universal oil in food processing technology. Another key
advantage: OKS 3710 ist MOSH/MOAH-free – a
requirement that is becoming increasingly important for
food manufacturers.
Large production plants use automatic lubricators. Here,
the transport system drive chains are lubricated using
nozzles that mix the oil with air to wet the chain with an
even spray mist. This is where the OKS 3710 basic
product is used. In many small plants, however,
lubrication is done manually. In light of high machine
utilisation in food production, demand is increasing for
sprayable lubricants for the rapid, partial and, above all,
safe lubrication of equipment.
OKS responded to this by offering its low-temperature oil
for food processing technology as a spray version under
the name OKS 3711 in October. Although the spray
version and basic version have the same technical
properties (see below), a spray valve was developed for
OKS 3711 to enable even and constant spraying even
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under extreme application conditions and temperature
ranges.
Overview of advantages and benefits of OKS
3710/3711:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

NSF H1-registered / suitable for use in production
areas in the food processing industry
MOSH/MOAH-free / no risk of food contamination
with MOSH-MOAH substances
Low-viscosity oil / easy penetration of lubricant
into the chain inner bearing
Excellent low-temperature behaviour / especially
suitable for use in the frozen food sector
Resistant to cold and hot water, steam as well as
disinfectants and cleaning agents
Economical operating times / reduction of
maintenance costs through high wear protection
Universal lubricating oil / suitable for a wide range
of applications in food processing technology

About OKS
OKS Spezialschmierstoffe GmbH is a lubrication specialist that
has been operating worldwide for over 40 years. Through the
trade branches for technical goods and mineral oils, OKS
reaches both commercial users and industrial customers. The
training and instruction of our trade partners ensures excellent
consulting services and competence in solving problems
locally. A modern product range and the constant expansion of
our portfolio ensure the longevity and cost-efficiency of the
lubricants.
OKS produces and sells some 160 standardised highperformance products for reducing friction, wear and corrosion.
The main field of use of the OKS speciality lubricants and
chemotechnical products is industrial maintenance, servicing
and production.
The products developed by OKS engineers and technicians
are produced under strict environmental and quality
requirements at the company headquarters. In order to expand
the production and development capacities, these were
relocated from Munich to Maisach in the middle of 2011. From
here, OKS products are also shipped all over the world through
just-in-time logistics.
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OKS Spezialschmierstoffe GmbH has been a member of the
Freudenberg Chemical Specialities SE & Co. KG, a company of
the Freudenberg Group, since 2003.
Media contacts

OKS Spezialschmierstoffe GmbH,
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SUGARandSPICE communications GmbH
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Further information on OKS and OKS products is available
under
www.oks-germany.com
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